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Currently our society has been in a stage of transformation. Criminal cases 
have been very active. The amount of criminal victims, as a vulnerable group, 
has been increased every year. Protection of their legal rights not only provides 
an assurance of personal life, but also influences directly on construction of a 
“harmonious society”. Although criminal system of China includes civil 
provisions, it is hard to implement civil compensation due to economic inability 
or reluctance of most offenders. Crime victims compensation by governments is 
viewed as the payer of the last resort to crime victims. When compensation of 
offenders cannot be paid, or social contributions cannot be guaranteed, based on 
the national “contractual liability” to citizens, the country should be responsible 
for relief of crime victims to make up the relationship that has been damaged. 
The establishment of this system achieved ordering of compensation for victims, 
decreased appeals of victims, strengthens the recognition of national judicial by 
public, and maintains law and social order. From the cognitive, economic, and 
other levels, our country has been qualified for establishing the system of 
national compensation for crime victims at present. The system consists of 
establishing principles of compensation system, objects and prerequisites, 
compensation process, sources of funding, and its management, etc. 
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